



























































20 U.S. Code § 4071 - Denial of
equal access prohibited

(a)Restriction of limited open forum on basis of religious, political,
philosophical, or other speech content prohibited

It shall be unlawful for any public secondary school which receives Federal financial
assistance and which has a limited open forum to deny equal access or a fair
opportunity to, or discriminate against, any students who wish to conduct

a meeting within that limited open forum on the basis of the religious, political,
philosophical, or other content of the speech at such meetings.

(b) “Limited open forum” defined

A public secondary school has a limited open forum whenever such school grants
an offering to or opportunity for one or more non-curriculum related student
groups to meet on school premises during noninstructional time.

(c)Fair opportunity criteria Schools shall be deemed to offer a fair opportunity to
students who wish to conduct a meeting within its limited open forum if such
school uniformly provides that—

(1)

the meeting is voluntary and student-initiated,;

(2)

there is no sponsorship of the meeting by the school, the government, or its agents
or employees;

(3)

employees or agents of the school or government are present at

religious meetings only in a non-participatory capacity;

(4)

the meeting does not materially and substantially interfere with the orderly
conduct of educational activities within the school; and

(5)

Non-school persons may not direct, conduct, control, or regularly attend activities
of student groups.

(d)Construction of subchapter with respect to certain rights. Nothing in this
subchapter shall be construed to authorize the United States or any State or
political subdivision thereof—
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(1)

to influence the form or content of any prayer or other religious activity;

(2)

to require any person to participate in prayer or other religious activity;

(3)

to expend public funds beyond the incidental cost of providing the space for
student-initiated meetings;

(4)

to compel any school agent or employee to attend a school meeting if the content
of the speech at the meeting is contrary to the beliefs of the agent or employee;
(5)

to sanction meetings that are otherwise unlawful;

(6)

to limit the rights of groups of students which are not of a specified numerical size;
or

(7)

to abridge the constitutional rights of any person.

(e)Federal financial assistance to schools unaffected

Notwithstanding the availability of any other remedy under the Constitution or the
laws of the United States, nothing in this subchapter shall be construed to
authorize the United States to deny or withhold Federal financial assistance to any
school.

(f)Authority of schools with respect to order, discipline, well-being, and
attendance concerns

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed to limit the authority of the school, its
agents or employees, to maintain order and discipline on school premises, to
protect the well-being of students and faculty, and to assure that attendance of
students at meetings is voluntary.

(Pub. L. 98-377, title VIII, 8 802, Aug. 11, 1984, 98 Stat. 1302.)
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Formal Proposal for a Student-Led Christian Club

[Your Name]
[Your Grade Level]
[Date]

Principal [Principal's Last Name]
[School Name]
[School Address]

Dear Principal [Principal's Last Name],

[ am writing to formally request permission to start a new student-led club at [School Name]
called "EQUIPCLUBS USA."

The purpose of this club is to provide a space for students to gather to equip students with a
clear understanding of the Bible. Strengthen faith through apologetics and critical thinking.
Encourage respectful dialogue about faith, culture, and truth, and empower students to live
out and articulate their beliefs with confidence and compassion, while exhibiting exceptional
ethics amongst their peers. Our goal is to create a positive environment on campus where
students can encourage one another in their faith while also contributing to our school
community through service projects.

Consistent with the Equal Access Act of 1984, we understand and will ensure that the club
adheres to the following guidelines:
o Student-Led: The club is student-initiated and will be entirely student-directed.
o Voluntary: Participation will be strictly voluntary and open to all interested students.
o Non-Instructional Time: We propose meeting during [mention specific time, e.g.,
Thursday after school].
o Supervision: [Teacher's Name] has expressed interest in serving as our faculty sponsor
to provide required custodial supervision in a non-participatory capacity.

I have attached a preliminary list of [number] interested students as well as a brief outline of
our planned activities. We are eager to comply with all standard school procedures for new
club approval.

Thank you for your time and for supporting student involvement at [School Name]. I look
forward to hearing your thoughts on how we can move forward.

Sincerely,

[Your Signature]

[Your Printed Name]

[Your Email/Contact Information]







